Minutes from business meeting held in Geneva, September 2011
Attendance: about 50 individuals.

Agenda:

1. Presentation of the chair and board members.

2. Reminder about using the website for updates and announcements.

3. Overview of number of papers, sessions, and joint sessions in the Geneva meeting.

4. Discussion of structural changes within ESA, in particular more representation and influence of research networks within the executive committee. Request from RN5 presenters to sign up as RN5 members and to participate in the general assembly.

5. Presentation by Kai-Uwe Hellmann of a proposal for the interim meeting in 2012 to be held in Berlin. PowerPoint presentation of the venue, hotels, cost, etc. People present at the business meeting expressed interest in participating at a meeting in Berlin. Kai-Uwe together with the board will prepare a call for papers to be distributed in November. The conference will most likely take place during the first week of September 2012.
6. Following recommendations from the council of research networks, there was a proposal to adopt a policy of electing a chair for a two year tenure, electing a vice-chair who will become chair after two years, and electing a board consisting of individuals from different countries. Tally Katz-Gerro will continue her tenure as chair until September 2012. One candidate was nominated as vice chair: Margit Keller. Two candidates were nominated as new board members: Terhi-Anna Wilska and Kai-Uwe Hellmann. All three candidates received the majority of votes. The news structure is: chair - Tally Katz-Gerro; vice chair – Margit Keller; board – Lydia Martens, Bente Halkier, Terhi-Anna Wilska, Kai-Uwe Hellmann.
Open discussion:
7. In future ESA conferences initiate more joint session with other networks, for example on environmental issues.

8. Consider having a specific session for PhD students.

9. Consider having discussants present other people’s papers in interim meetings.

10. Put together a protocol on how to initiate a journal special issue or an edited volume for the benefit of junior scholars.

11. Hold a workshop/session on how to publish successfully.

12. Think about offering a reduced Berlin conference fee for members of the network.

13. Think about how to ensure that those receiving travel grants also attend most of the sessions.  

